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CHILE : REGIME TIGHTENS POLITICAL CONTROLS 

THE STATE OF SIEGE AND THE REAPPOINTMENTS OF THE CABINET GIVE 
.^PRESIDENT PINOCHET A TEMPORARY ADVANTAGE OVER THE OPPOSITION. BUT 
„>;’-.THE Y MAY FURTHER POLARIZE THE COUNTRY AND EVENTUALLY RED UCE HIS 
^ability to delay the TRANSITION to DEMOCRATIC rule. HEMS 


^ the STATE OF SIEGE HAS BE£N IMPOSED IN 
REACTION TO TERRORIST ACTIONS LAST WEEK AND TO ALLEGED EFFORTS BY 
DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION GROUPS TO DESTABILIZE THE GOVERNMENT. THE 90- 
Day MEASURE STRENGTHENS THE REGIME'S ARBITRARY POWERS. NOTABLY THE 
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■V COMMENT: PINOCHET'S ACTIONS REfLECT HIS DETERMINATION TO CLAMP 
DOWN ON LEFTIST EXTREMISTS. TO SLOW THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRATIC 
RULE; AND TO MINIMIZE THE FALLOUT FROM A FORCED REORGAN I ZAT ION Of 
THE CABINET. PRESSURE FROM THE JUNTA EVIDENTLY FORCED PINOCHET TO 
BACK ’ AWAY FROM DROPPING JARPA FROM THE CABINET. M 


• -j IN ORDER TO PERSUADE JARPA TO STAY ON. PINOCHET MAY HAVE HAD TO 
MAKE (.COMMITMENTS TO .SPEED UP THE TRANSITION TIMETABLE. WHETHER HE 
WiLt^ABIDE BY- ANY SUCH COMMITMENTS OR WHETHER JARPA WILL STAY IN THE 
CABINET ; REMAINS UNCERTAIN. |^| 

: - PINOCHET'S ACTIONS HAVE -FURTHER POLARIZED CHILEAN POLITICS By 
STRENGTHENING RADICALS ADVOCATING VIOL ENCE AND BY WEAKENING THOSE 
FAVORING A NEGOTIATED TRANS I T ION . 
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